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Devotedto the Abolition of Capital Punishment, and the Improvement of Prison Discipline. 
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‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aecording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to dic.'—Bible. 
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We congratulate our readers in being able to 
present some articles from the able and talented 
President of our Society. Mr. Ranrovt has 
taken a deep interest inthis subject for several 
years past. Ife brings to the investigation a 


Boston, (Mass.,) Wednesday, February 18, 1846. 


mind of great ability. Perhaps no man in the 
whole country possesses more facts on the sub- 
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‘ed more frequent by the then existing state of the 
law. 

In all these changes, the beneficial effects ex- 
pected and predicted, have been realized, and 
| more than realized. In no case have the evils 

apprehended by those who despise the teachings 
| of experience, followed the reform. 
| In reducing the capital crimes of England from 
/226 to 10, there were at least 15 of the crimes 
made non-capital, which occurred frequently 
‘enough to afford a fair test of the effect of the 
‘change. ‘The new laws have been in operation 
|long enough to allow us to divide the time into 
three equal parts, and compare each of these 
| parts with three equal periods before the repeal. 
This would give nine comparisons for the state 
‘of each crime, or 135 experiments in all for-the 
' whole of England and Wales. But we may take 
| London and Middlesex, and each of the eight 
circuits separately, and still have in each of 
| these nine sections, a population more than twice 
/as large as that of Massachusetts; large enough 
‘therefore to bé worth examination. 
| these 135 experiments has therefore been tried 
nine times over in the subdivisions of the king- 
dom, making together with the comparisons of 
the whole aggregate, 1350 trials of the repeal of 
' the Death Penalty. besides all those for crimes 
‘less frequent, for Scotland and for Ireland, and 
‘for the Welch Circuits. 

So decisive are these results, that I have never 
heard of any Englishmen at the present time in- 
sane enough to wish to restore the bloody rubric 
from which the present generation has escaped ; 
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space for repentance to the most grievous offend-| but the majority seemed to fear to touch any 
, e +4 . 4 od aw | . we ” 
er, When assured that while so doing, it may thing, and on the first week were solicitous to 
protect, not only as well, but more effectually, all | adjourn, saying there was nothing to do. 
those interests which punishment is wielded to| “An attempt was made two or three times, dur- 
er t ane nalinns a's ' ‘ih | ing the last session, to appoint a Chaplain, or a 
ave already laid before the committee ofthe | moral instructor for our State Prison, at a salary 
Scie ath hen Shah ator hci on Sokee eee Sear ae uae 
anner, tac , SaoW tate * @i-) dollars a year. Even this could not be done.— 
minishes in proportion as the denunciations and | Shame on the men who had the power and hin- 
administration of the criminal law are rendered! dered it. I have no hopes of any thing being 
milder and the rule ofa barbarous retaliation | done by the men now in power in this State.— 
abandoned ; whence I infer that it will be our They appear to have no humanity, and I see but 
duty, as it will be our happiness, to introduce | little prospect of a better state of things. It ap- 
and extend, until it shall pervade our whole leg- | pears to me that moral agitation throughout the 
islation, the spirit of benevolence, compassion | length and breadth of the State, is what is most 
and sympathy, which is the spirit of heaven, and | needed—may I not say all that is needed, I am 
to banish from our code the spirit of malice, no politician, never was one, never mean to be; 
a and revenge, which ‘l the pha x beet but I blush for the State where 1 was born, when 
en men act consistently upon the belief [ see so much money foolishly expended on mili- 
which they now generally admit in theory, that | ¢ary companies, lawyers and courts, and little or 
the se a of a og ete ' procs nothing attempted to promote the welfare of the 
ry and not retributive, that brutal cruelty does people, REFORM. 
not humanize him who suffers, him who inflicts, | 
ot him who beholds it; that after every instance 
lif — a sy the > bi oh of human | Nosre Revence.—When I wasa small boy, 
He, that life Is held less sacred by the communi- | there was a black boy in the neighborhood, by 


Siaeee bay te = ae - 90: ee go that | the name of Jim Dick. Myself and a number of 

isons are hospitals for the restraint o| persons | 1,5 play-fellows were one evening collected to- 

whose wey ” 9 errs we opt pie. of) gether at our sports and began tormenting the 
. , 2 > . > roTAe . . 

society, and for the remedial treatment of agera- |) oor black by calling him Negro, Blackamoor, 


vated moral disease; then and not till then, will | nq other degrading epithets; the poor fellow 


| 
| 
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the frightful catalogue of crimes committed in 
civilized countries be curtailed as rapidly as the 
remaining obstacles of intemperance, ignorance, 


| soon left us. 
ment to go a skating in the neighborhood, and 


appeared excessively grieved at our conduct, and 
We soon after made an appoint- 


ject. Indeed we believe there is no one more 
fully acquainted with the whole subject. His 
articles, therefore, must be read with the deepest 
interest. During the present year we hope to 
hear from him often, as he has now engaged to 
become a contributor to our columns. 


From the Boston Daily Times. 
THE DEATH PENALTY. 

No. I. 
To his Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable mem- 


bers of the Senaie and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


REPEAL OF 


Your Excellency having recommended, and 
your two Houses having instituted an inquiry in- 
to the expediency of reforming the laws which 
now regulate the Deatn Penatty among the 
people for whom you are called to legislate, I 
propose to submit to your attention a few facts 
which seem to me pregnant with important in- 
ferences. 

A heathen writer, whose sentiment on this 
subject no christian need be ashamed to repeat, 
Seneca, has said, Nemo prudens punit qui pecca- 
tum est, sed ne peccatur. Revocari enim preteoita 
non possunt ; futura prohibentur. The wise man 
punishes not because an offence has been com- 
mitted, but that offences may cease. For the 
past cannot be recalled ; what has not yet occur- 
red may be prevented. 

The founder of the modern science. of the Phi- 
losophy of Law, the illustrious Montesquieu, has 
announced an axiom, which no one in the Nine- 
teenth century will be hardy enough to gainsay. 
Tout chatiment dont la necessite n'est pas absolue 
devient tyranique. (Esprit des Lois. Published 
in1748.) Every act of punishment not demand- 
ed by absolute necessity, is tyranny. 

Is the Deatu Penatty necessary: is it ef- 
fectual to prevent crime? If not, it cannot be 
justified. 

Since 1810, more than FrouRTEEN HUNDRED 
human beings have been executed in England 
and Wales, for crimes which have now ceased to 
be capital. 

For no one of these crimes was the Death 
Penalty repealed, until facts were known and 
published sufficient to establish, bya perfect de- 


monstration, that that specific crime was render- 





any more than to restore those Holocausts of hu- 
man sacrifices, scarcely more detestable and e- 
_qually efficacious, which our British ancestors 
| offered to Demons, when their island was invad- 
(ed by Cesar. 
| If the legislators of Great Britain, who, after 
1810, continued so long in force a rule of Penal 
Law, which, like a moral Bohon Upas, poisoned 
and blasted the conscience of the nation, had 
| known before hand what they now know,—that 
|as the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
‘church, so the blood of the criminal becomes 
| fruitful in the multiplication of crime, and that 
| each one of those offences for which they then 
retained the now abolished Death Penalties, 
| 
| 


would be committed many times, and all in the | 


aggregate many hundred times more frequently, 
because they persisted in trying again and again 
. p e S 5 5 


an experiment which had never been tried with- | 


out a failure—if they had known all this, I say, 
wherein would those fourteen hundred execu- 
tions have differed from fourteen hundred gratui- 
tous murders, except that there was superadded 
to them all the deplorable consequences, the vast 
aggregate of sin and misery which they undenia- 
ably generated. 

But as it was through ignorance that they ob- 


ble evils, let not the sin which they should have 

prevented be laid to their charge, but let us, stu- 

dy their errors only to profit by the lessons they | 
teach us; and let us see whether there be not | 
remaining in our own code, crimes, as to which | 
we should do well to avoid persevering ina se- 

verity which is found to be not only ineffectual 

for good, but absolutely and clearly pernicious; 

to avoid subjecting another child of our Common | 
| Father to an ignominious death, when, so far! 
from protecting the best interests of society by 
the dreadful infliction, we thereby undeniably 
occasion an augmentation of crime. 

If there be on our statute book even one such | 
offence, who would knowingly assume the tre- | 
mendous responsibility of launching into eterni- | 
ty his erring brother to try once more the des-| 
perate experiment which is already decided a-| 
gainst the destroyer? 

As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no plea- | 
sure in the death of the sinner that repenteth, 
but rather that he should turn and live. What 
Christian Government would not gladly afford 











| the Legislature was the shortest by some weeks, | ing to a decision, 


and extreme destitution, and those untamed Pas- | on the day of the appointment Ihad the misfor- 
sions which the spectacle of blood stimulates, | tyne to break my skates, and I could not go 

7 , : ‘ = 4 7 
will < ae a | without borrowing Jim’s skates. I went to him 
our Friend and Servant, and asked him for them; O yes, John, you may 


‘ R. RANTOUL, JR. | have them and welcome, was his answer. When 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 4th, 1846. I went to return them I found Jim sitting by the 
Pteaiinadipinmininiaes fire in the kitchen, reading the Bible. I told 

; . «..., | him I had returned his skates and was under 

ie For the Prisoner’s Friend. | great obligations to him for his kindness. He 


RHODE ISLAND LEGISLATURE. looked at meas he took the skates and with 
_ , | tears in his eyes, said to me, John, don’t never 
Messrs. Eprrors—For future reference it is’ call me blackamoor again, and immediately left 
well to-have recorded in our papers devoted to the room. ‘The words pierced my heart, and I 
a the Sm pe of eee) pes Leg- ‘burst into tears, and from that time resolved not 
| islators, in relation to matters of reform wherein | to se oi > al 
the principles of humanity is prominent. I have | Laeeep hag eine mee sem, 
therefore to state that early in the recent session Ol? Sa ae Bee a 
ofthe above Legislature, ‘Thomas Buffum, a man; A FEW HINTS TO KEEP AWAY HARD TIMES.— 
who is I believe a Quaker in principle, from the | Rise early in the morning, and be diligent during 
town of Smithfield, introduced a Bill into the | the day in attending to your business, and not 
| House to abolish the punishment of death in this | worry ourselves by our neighbor’s concerns. 
State; what its details were I do not know, as it; Instead of following the fashions of Europe, 
has never been published. A few individuals | let us cultivate a apirit of independence, and de. 
spoke in favor of the, bill. R. B. Cranston, of | cide for ourselves, how our coats, hats and boots 
Newport, signalized himself in opposition, hoped | shall be made. 
it never could be abolished for murder. Ifthis| Keep out of the streets, unless business calls 
man_has any humanity in his composition he has | us to transact that which we cannot do in our 





| 





. . | “a . Py 
stinately kept open the flood-gates of such terri- | not been able to manifest it, since he has beena | stores, shops, or dwellings. 


member ofthe Legislature. Your readers were By all means keep away from drinking and 
apprized of his course in the case of John Gor. | gambling houses. , 

don, in this Legislature a year since, when the; When we buy an article of clothing, study 
body was petitioned to let poor John live till! commendable economy, at the same time geta 
after the trial of his brother Nicholas, who was | ggod article, and when made take particular care 
indicted as the instigator of the murder of Amasa | fit. and wear it out regardless of any change 
Sprague, about a year preceding. Cranston was of fashion. Fashion is a great tyrant, and men 
formerly Sheriff of the County of Newport.— | are fools to be slaves to it. 

Wm. G. Goddard, a Professor in Brown Universi-| Stay at home nights, improve our studies by 
ty, moved that the bill lie on the table. The | reading, writing, or instructive conversation, and 


next day our law-makers were presented with! rctire to our beds at an early houy, 


some printed matter in opposition tothe death! Be kind to relatives, obliging to our friends, 
penalty. This was the time when the friends of and charitable to all. 


abolishing this penalty should have sent in their | 
wee OP enn 


petitions or remonstrances, but no action was | 
had by them in the matter. On the last evening) Two boys going home one day, found a box 


of the session the bill was called for, and again in the road, and disputed who was the finder. 
laid on the table 53 to 9. The above session of They fought a whole afternoon without com- 
At last they agreed to di- 
than any fora long time past, it being short of! vide the contents equally; but on opening the 
two weeks. Many important matters, important! box, lo and behold! it was empty. Few wars 
to the people, besides this matter of Capital Pun-| have been more profitable than this to the parties 


| 


ishment, were brought before the Legislature, ' concerned. 
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Prisoner's Friend. 


Boston, February 18, 1846. 











‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
until | have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE. 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 
No. VII. 


OBJECTIONS. 


‘I know it will be said that the difficulties and embar- 
rassments of a discharged convict are to be regarded 
as circumstances of retributive justice. But ts this 
the only view to be takenof them? * * * **— 
TUCKERMAN. 


Objections will invariably be presented to every re- 
form. Human progress is generally slow. Laws 
and customs, however absurd and barbarous, are not 
easily changed. He who ventures in the Jeast be- 
yond his age must expect persecution. But that 
should not turn us away from humanity. We may 
have a limited influence, but if we reach a single 
mind, dry upa single tear, modify even one unjust 
law, or soften a single heart, something will be gain- 
ed. 

There is an unfairness in many of the objections 
that are presented against this movement. The 
most highly colored pictures of atrocious crimes are 
portrayed before the mind. We are referred to the 
unnatural wreteh who has assassinated his father, or 
the incarnate fiend who has set fire at midnight to 


the habitation of his enemy, and gloated over the 


destruction of a whole family. We are askedif such 
men, even afier their sentence has fully terminated, 
should on again coming into society be shown any 
pity or compassion, It should be remembered that 
we are not now pleading for those in prison, but for 
those whose sentences have expired. Shall they not 
then receive our kindness? Shall society continue to 
pursue them with unrelenting vigor? It is worthy 
ofremark that human governments set here an aw- 
falexample, According to our laws, a convict is not 
restored tahis rights even after sentence. In factthe 
convict remains in one sense a criminal. He cannot 
in most cases give in his testimony in a court of jus- 
tice. Un case of robbery of the house of a criminal, 
his testimony alone is insufficient. Infact we know 
of a case where a convict was banished from our 


State. He finally came out of prison, and becamea 
minister of the gospel. Sut he could not even re- 


turn to this State for any purpose whatever. But it 
would be a long task to present all the disabilities 
that attend this unhappy class of our fellow-beings. 
We proceed, therefore, to meet some objections. 

1. It will be urged that we are preparing to do 
more for the Discharged Convict than for those who 
have never violated our laws; that men who have no 
home need only commit crime, become criminals, 
setve out their sentence, and then come out and find 
that’sympathy which they never had even while lead- 
ing virtuous lives; that in fact the surest way to find 
a home is through the commission of crime. But all 
we propose is a femporary Asylum, and even this only 
as a preparatory step that employment may be ob- 
tained. Those who make this objection should re- 


member that the State. hasalready made some provi- 
sion for the class of which we have spoken. 


A sum 
of $300 was voted, andan agent was appointed last 
year. We propose now that a larger amount be 
raised and a more efficient plan be adopted. Again ; 


) the objector should remember that this is no new 
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subject. The cry comes to us from several Peniten- 
tiaries in official documents, and from individuals of 
great experience and philanthropy. Hear the la- 
mented Tuckerman, whose days and nights were 
spent in amelioratfng the condition of the eriminal. 
Speaking of the Discharged Convict, he says, ‘his 
trial is now a very great one. He feels himself cut 
off from those who have not been criminals, and. he 
may not improbably meet with one whom he has 
known in prison, and to whom only he feels that he 
can look for sympathy. Here he is then, unable to 
obtain employment, encempassed with temptations, 
and with n9 companionship from which any moral 
aid.isto be obtained. Can moral exposure be greater 
thanthis? Christian, has he no fair demand upon 
you, at least for so much confidence as is implied in 
giving him the opportunity by which he may honest- 
ly earn his bread, if indeed he shall be sincerely de- 
sirous honestly to earn it?’ 

2. Another objection is that criminals will not 
bear kind treatment; that if society place confidence 
in them again, they will commit fresh crimes and 
be remanded again to prison. But we ask fora fair 
trial. Vve havenot confidence enough in the human 
heart. Trust it. Plant there the seeds of kindness ; 
they will spring up. We have tried punishment.— 
Let ustry mercy., Shecan melt the stoutest heart. 
Let.us put on the spirit of Jesus ;then we can reform 
even the most vicious. But we need not speculate 
about:this matter. We can bring innumerable facts 
to illustrate our subject. We close this number with 


PRISONER’S FRIEND. 














the following from the Report of the Chaplain of the 
Massachusetts State Prison: 


Brief Statement of Conduct, Character, etc., of cer- 
tain Individuals, now in Society, who have been confin- 
ed in the State Prison at Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
and discharged, since the new Prison was finished, and 
tts Discipline established. 

‘No. 1. Served out sentence of three years, and 
discharged. April 1831. Conduct at Prison very ex- 
emplary. Became hopefully pious while in Prison; 
and since his discharge, has so faras is known, acted 
like a Christian. He is a member of a Christian 
church in the city, in regular and good standing.’ 

‘No. 2. Sentenced for larceny, August, 1829, for 
two years. Sentence remitted, June, 1831, and he 
discharged. He has ever since lived in Boston. Be- 
foreconviction he was very jintemperate. Conduct 
in prison good. Since his discharge, has been tem- 
perate, regular in his habits, and is, it is believed a 
member of the church.’ > 

No. 3. Before conviction, it is ved intemper- 
ateinhis habits. Discharged from "#¥ison on expira- 
tion of a sentence of 1 1-2 year, Nov: 1831. Conduct 
in Prison good. He professed to have become pious 
while in confinement, and has, it is believed, been 
industrious, and of correct habits, ever since his dis- 
charge. Isa memberof a Christian church in the 
city. 

No. 4. For some time before conviction, lived in 
Boston, where he was convicted of larceny, June, 
1831, and sentenced 2 1-4 years. Served out his sen- 
tence, and was discharged, Sept. 1833. When sen- 
tenced, was seventeen years old. “In State Prison, 
his conduct orderly and good. Thought himself a 
new man before he left the Prison. Ever since his 
conduct has been very exemplary. Is doing very 
well,and isa member of a Christian church in the 
vicinity of Boston in good standing. 

No. 5. Convicted of Larceny on two indictments, 
at Ipswich, July, 1829, and sentenced for three years 
and four months. Was discharged from State Pri- 
son by remission of sentence, March 18th, 1831. Be- 
fore conviction addicted to intemperate habits. Be- 
camea hopefully pious man while in Prison. Con- 
duct good while there. - After his discharge united 
with a Christian church in , where he now is. 
His conduct is that of a good man and a devoted 
Christian. 

No. 6. Convicted of Larceny in Boston, Septem- 
ber, 1830, and sentenced for two years. Discharged 
by expiration of sentence, Sept. 1852. Before con- 
viction unsteady and conduct suspicious. While in 
State Prison professed tohaye become truly penitent. 
After his discharge, went to , where he united 
with a Christian church and is said to be much 
respected, 

A much larger number of examples might be pre- 
sented, but it is deemed unnecessary. 

With such examples shall not something more be 
done for the Discharged Convict? Cannot our Leg- 


islature provide a Moral Asylum ? CoB 
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THE CASE OF CHARLES 8. PLUMB. 


Probably Insané—His crime—Age— Thanksgiving day 
— Whipped by John Husk—Beaten by M. W. Cary 
— Washed with Brine— The cat—Number of Lashes— 
Probable cause of the Prisoner’s deoth. 





Last week we merely published a brief paragraph 
stating that the man whose name stands at the head 
of this article, died in consequence of a severe whip- 
ping which he received in the Auburn State Prison, 
on the 24th of January. Since that we have been 
favored by some kind friend with the Cayuga Patriot, 
which contains a full report of the Coroner’s Inquest. 
Though by this examination it does not appear that 
Plumb was actually murdered by the officer who in- 
flicted the blows upon him, yet he evidently was 
treated in a most inhuman manner. 

Plumb was a young man about seventeen years of 
age, and was sent to the Auburn Prison on the 16th 
of October 1843. Hewas probably insane. Lewis 
Weigen was sworn and testified as follows : 

I knew Charles Plumb before he came to prison. I 
don’t know thatitisthe samemanin. Iknewhim at 
Waterloo. I understood he was senttoprison. He 
worked on a brick yard. Two years Jast fall he was 
17 or 18 years old, He had been at work for White. 
Then [hired him. Sometimes he drank. He acted 
as though he wasinsane. It was the talk among the 
hands that he was crazy. I considered him crazy.— 
He worked for White a month anda half. After he 
left me he continued deranged. The night he stole 
the horse for which he was convicted, he was at my 
house and had three cents worth of sugar and three 
cents worth of coffee, and said after people went to 
bed he intended to go down into somebody’s cellar 
and have a train. The man that he stole the horse 
from said he would endeavor ro get him_ pardoned if 
he could be satisfied he was crazy. . 

That our readers may be informed of the treatment 
which the prisoners receive at Auburn, we now pre- 
sent some brief extracts from the testimony of Mr. 
Rathbun, the keeper of the prison. He says: 

Thanksgiving day Join Husk had charge of the 
wing, and sent for metocdéme inte the wing and I 
went down. The convicts did not work that day, 
bat were in their cells. Husk was doing duty asa 
substitute. Husk said he had caught a man in the 
wing makinga noise. We had had some ‘difficulty 
inthis respect. He happened to lay his hand upon 
this boy, and asked him what he was making a noise 
for. Idon’t recollect the reply. He enquired his 
name. He said it was steamboat. That was all the 
name he would give. I told Husk to bring him out. 
He brought him out. I waited sometime in the win 
adjoining the kitchen. Hedid not come. Tetepped 
along a little. I saw Plumb faint away as he pre- 
tended and fall down. I thought it was pretence.— 


Husk attempted to get him up. He seemed entirely 
helpless. I told Husk to give him six or seven.cuts. 





{ He did so and then stopped. I talked with Husk one | 
or two minutes about his situation, and then turning 
to Plumb, said, young man, your conduct has not 
been very good. My recommend to you is, that you 
geton your feet and behave better, or we shall apply 
the catagain. {told him the time would be pretty 
short in which I wanted him to get up. He got to 
his feet at once. 

Melancthon W. Cary, a deputy keeper, punished 
Plumb several times. Rathbun said : 

He was punished a week ago yesterday for going 
above and breaking out windows, and throwing out 
property, a jug of oil—and other property. By above 
I mean over the shop where he worked. He was 
brought down into the shop and I was sent for. 1 
was in the village. WhenI came he had been sent 
to the kitchen. An officer went and brought him to 
the sop... He stript himself by my direction, and 
was Pao He was punished by Melancthon W. 
Cary, a dg/puty keeper, with a cat. The blows were 
reported at 30. Six is the usual number of strands 
tothe cat. I presume the cat had six. I stood by 
while the punishment was inflicted. The officer al- 
ways reports to the keeper the number of blows. I 
made an entry atthetime. He was punished a num- 
ber of blows and I went to the cutlery shop. I was 
sent for at the cutlery shop tocome back. This was 
during the punishment. While spectators were pass- 
ing through, he had run in among them. He was 
punished before he went to his bench. The whipping 
was in the shop. He was farther punished for run- 
ning in among the spectators, thus making out the 
thirty blows in all. Cary punished him both times. 

Cary had got through whipping the first time, be- 
fore | went tothe cutler’s shop, and he had gone to 
his place. I have no reason to suppose that more 
than 30 blows were inflicted on Monday, except from 
the report of another man who was told by a convict 
that there were more. ! think in no instance until 
Tuesday, has there been reported a less number of 
blows thin were inflicted. The cat is the same us- 
ed or one very similar. I have reason to believe that 
more than 12 blows were inflicted on Tuesday. On- 
ly 12 were reported. A gentleman who counted, told 
me there were 25 blows. It was George Cray.— 
Some blows were given, and then Plumb was talked 
to—and more blows were given. He was marked on 
Monday. The flesh was cut very little. I think 
there were not marks upon the neck. I think the 
blood didn’t run down his back on Monday at all.— 
He bled from the hand. There might have been a 
few drops of blood upon his back. His back was 
washed with salt brine. Ihave seen this done a few 
times and have heard of its being done before. This 
is nota new practice. The brine is said to be cool- 
ing and beneficial, and{that was the reason of its use. 
The brine was bloody. He appeared a_ good deal ex- 
hausted after the whipping. After he had been struck 
one or two blows, he ran behind the desk and held on 
to it, and was taken out from there. He was whipped 
on his bare back both times. I don’t know whether 
he worked on Monday after being whipped. I staid 


PETITION FOR DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 


Massachusetts. 


The undersigned citizens of Boston, believing that 
the obligations of benevolence which are founded up- 
on the precepts and example of the Author of Chris- 
tianity, are not cancelled by the follies and crimes of 
our fellow creatures, respectfully ask your attention 
toa consideration of that poition known as Discharg- 
ed Convicts; a class long neglected, who are suffer- 
ing severely from hunger, penury and cold; a class 
who not only suffer themselves, but who often have 
large families who are found in the most unhappy 
situation. Sincerely believing that their undue suf- 
ferings may be prevented and that they may by the 
kind hand of charity be restored to virtue and happi- 
ness, it would seem that the State could not do a 
greater work for humanity, than in making some 
farther provision for them either by causing an 
Asylum to be erected, or by providing a temporary 
home; facts clearly showing that now being peculiar- 
ly exposed to strong temptations, they are induced to 
commit fresh crimes, thereby endangering the lives 
and property of our fellow citizens, and becoming 
again the inmates of our prisons. Your memorial- 
ists, therefore, humbly pray that you would consider 
their perilous and exposed situation. 

wry 


WASHINGTONIANISM. 


This good cause still continues to progress in this 
city though it has many obstacles to contend against. 
The New England Washingtonian is now edited by 
that well known and untiring friend of Washingto- 
nianism—Joun F. Cores, and is published weekly 
by R. K. Porrer. These are good men and true, 
and we are glad to know that their paper has an ex- 
tensive circulation. Several meetings are held in 
different parts of the city every week. Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings meetings are held 
regularly in the Washingtonian Hall, Tremont-st., 
under the Museum, and are well attended. We hope 
our friends from the country who are in the city on 
either of these evenings, will drop in and give a word 
of encouragement. We deeply feel that while we are 
laboring for prisoners, that intemperance lies at the 
foundation of nearly all the crimes for which they are 
imprisoned. The following article which we take 
from the Boston Bee will give our readers an idea of 
the blessed influence of the Parent Washingtonian 








on Monday at the shop until he was marched to din- 
ner. Isaw him in the shop in the afternoon. [| 
can’t say whether he was at work, but he was sitting 
on the bench, I think he might have worked. He 
nféht have beenin pain if he had worked. I saw 
him on Tuesday in the forenoon about 9 or 10 o’- 
clock. He was whipped about 10 o’clock. I saw 
his back when he was strip’d to be whipped the sec- 
ond time. The marks were on the shoulders and 
hip. I think the flesh was not cut except in a few 
places. There were marks. I did not see the raw 
spot until yesterday. I think his back was in a pro- 
per condition to be whipped again. The blood did 
not run down his back at all on Tuesday. He was 
apparently well on Monday morning. I had not 
known of his being sick before. I have been in the 
habitof seeing him twicea day. Ithink I sat in the 
officer’s desk, so that his back was not exactly to- 
wards me, but I think 1 could see his back. When 
i salt was applied he gave indications that it smart- 
ed. 

The instrument used, as stated by Rathbun above, 
for the infliction of this punishment was the cat, com- 
posed of six lashes. ‘I should think,’ says Dr. Bige- 
low, the physician of the prison, ‘from an examina- 
tion of the body, that there were from 60 to 100 
blows of the cat, making frum 360 to 600 stripes of 
the lash. 

Another physician, whose name has now escaped 
me, says,‘ 1 should think, from an examination of 
the body, there were 400 or 500 lashes. If Dr. Bige- 
low had not stated that a fever prevailed in the pri- 
son, which to me indicates the existence of a noxious 
gas, I should have thought that the whipping caused 
his death, but from his testimony,I think that both 
must have combined to produce his death.’ 

These painful statements will give the readers of 
the Prisoner’s Friend an idea of the treatment which 
prisoners sometimes receive. The poor misguided 
and diseased young man had no one to whom he 
could make complaint, who would listen to him, and 
who could render him assistance. Day after day he 
must be beaten by an unfeeling keeper, and then, 
however painfyl may be the operation, and whether 
he desired it or not, he must be washed in brine.— 
Well the Lord forgive them for their cruelty to the 
poor prisoner, for they know not what they do. 

J. M.S. 
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Henry tue Etenta.—It was death to assert in his 
reign that he was lawfully married to one of his 
wives. The penalty of death was also inflicted for 
clipping an English shilling. Seventy two. thousand 
persons were executed during his reign, averaging 
about two thousand annually. Yet England was 
never in a worse state in regard to the morals of 


Society of this city : 


The Parent Washington Total’Abstinence Society 
of Bosion was formed in the Marlboro’ Chapel, April 
27th, 1841, and Samuel F. Holbrook, Esq., was cho- 
sen its first President. Since which time more than 
39,000 signatures have been obtained to the pledge, of 
which number, as nearly as can be ascertained Jess 
than ten per cent have fallen back into intemperance, 
which leaves more than 35,000 still enjoying the 
blessings of a life of total abstinence from’ intoxicat- 
ing drinks, either in the city or other places. 

It is also known that of this number 890 have unit- 
ed with the different churches, and are now orna- 
ments to society—thus showing that to them at least 
the change has not been merely a temporal one.— 
Hundreds of those enumerated above have not only 
signed the pledge, but, by aid of the Society, have 
been restored to health—not a few of them being 
afflicted by delirium tremens—have been clothed and 
fed, until they were able by their labor to support 
themselves and families. 

This society depends upon moral means to induce 
the inebriate to abandon his cups, and all experience 
has shown that love and kindness are the most potent 
means by which to prosecute this great reform.— 
They keep a hall constantly open ai their ‘ head quar- 
ters,’ under the Boston Museum, where the poor 
drunkard can be carried, and receive the kind hand of 
friendship, and also such assistance as his case may 
require. This mode of operation imposes upon the 
society an annual tax of about fifteen hundred dollars, 
which is paid by members of the Society, assisted by 
some true friends of the canse, who show ‘their fairh’ 
in the Washingtonian reform by ‘their works,’ and 
contribute liberally to the support of a society which 
has restored others although they by God's blessings. 
have not fallen victims to the customs of society and 
become intemperate themselves. During the past 
year, 3771 persoas have signed the pledge at meetings 
of this society. 

The present officers of this society are as follows, 
viz— Wm. R. Stacy, President; E. T. Kingsley, R. 
K. Potter, D. W. O’Brien, and John F. Coles, Vice 
Presidents; E. Sewell Price, Secretary ; D. S. Tarr, 
Treasurer. “y 2 
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Caritat PunisHmMent 1n Sovurn Carorina.—In 
writing our work on Capital Punishmeut, we found 
this State farther behind in her penal code than any 
other portion of the Union. For instance :—Perjury 
is punished by a law of 1502: rape by a law of 
1285; mayhew, by alaw of 1403 and 1670. We 
found it difficult to get a very correct view of her 
code. A distinguished lawyer, Georcz Bemis of 
our city, helped us some. We finally learned that 
Forgery, Horse stealing, (second time,) and Duelling 
where death resulted, were capital offences. It seems 
now that counterfeiting was also a capital offence, 
for we learn now that at the last Legislature im- 


prisonment was substituted for forgery and counter- 





her people. 





fe‘ting in the room of the death-penalty. Cc. S. 


Lo the Members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of 
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THE BOSTON PRISONER. 


His affliction—The Bible—His Crime—Imprisonment— 


His Family—Landlord—Employment Wanted. 


Last week I visited the jail in this city, and fonnd 


there a prisoner by the name of ———. 


Last De- 


cember he lost a beamtiful child to which he was 


most ardently attached. 
heavily upon him. 
Bible for support and consolation. 


This affliction weighed 
In this time of trial he fled tothe 
Accidentally he 
opened to that passage which says, ‘Give wine to 
those who are ofa heavy heart.’ Acting immediate. 


ly under the impulse of the hour, he drank to drown 


hissorrows. It made him crazy. 


prisoned. 


He abused his 
family, disturbed his neighbors, was arrested and im- 


His wife and four small children were now left 


without support. 
to bed supperless. 
folowing note for his afflicted wife : 
Boston, Jan. 26, 1846. 
Mrs. 


Not unfrequently they have been 
At this time the landlord left the 


———, I notify you, as you have not paid 


your rent according to agreement, to leave this house 


immediately. 
To this note the prisoner replied as follows: 
Boston, Jan. 31st, 1846. 

Mr.———. 
yourrent. Do not trouble my wife and children, and 
[ shal! pay you when I get out of this place. 

For obvious reasons we omit the names. 

a hard case. 
support of the family, imprisons him, gives him no 
sort of employment and leaves his family to perish 
for food and raiment, and perhaps to be turned into 
the streets in mid-winter. Will it always be so ?— 
We hope not. 

This week we hopethis man will be delivered from 
prison, where he has been since the 15th of last De- 
cember. He is astrong athletic man, and would be 
glad to be employed as a laborer in a store or furnace, 
where hard work is expected. He will now sign the 
pledge. Who will give him employment? IL think 


This is 


itmight be best for him to go into some good tem- 


perate town. He now owes $8,00 for rent. He 
agreed to pay $1,00 per week. Who will help this 
prisoner and family? Address C. & J. M. Spear, 
office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Cornhill, Boston. 

J. M. S. 


aeerrrerrrerrverrrvaerrern 
JOHN AUGUSTUS. 


‘Our readers,’ says the editor of the Boston Courier, 
‘have heard something of a worthy man—a shoe 
maker-—who keeps a shop near Court-st., and who is 
a practical disciple of Him, who declared there was 
joyin Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 
than ninety-and-nine just persons that need no re- 
pentance. This man—Joun Avuaustus—has proba- 
bly done more good in reclaiming drunkards than has 


ever been accomplished by all the laws that have | 
been enacted since the settlement of Massachusetts. | 


Scarcely a week passes in which wedo not hear of 
some efficient act of kindness that he has performed 
—some reformation that he has produced—some in- 
dividual whom he has relieved from suffering, or ré- 
stored toa forsaken family ;—and all this without 
resort to a process of law. He sounds no trumpet 


before him, nor does he advertise in the newspapers, , 


nor solicit the attendance of the public to be witness- 
es of his performance. No self-created committees 
publish certificates of his virtues; but the records of 
the police court attest to his practical goodness, and 


the hearts of those whom he has stopped short in the | 


downhill read to destruction, are the grateful wit- 
nesses of his practical eloquence. 


Oe 


Femate Antr-Capirat PunisHmMent Society IN 
New Yorx.—We have wondered many times that 
the Female portion of society did not do more for 
the criminal. We see no reason why they should 
hot manifest as much interest in the amelioration 
of the criminal code as the sterner sex. 
woman’s aid very much. 


at New York ? 
York paper :— 


_A meeting of ladies was held at the house of 
-ames G. McAdam, 720 Greenwich street, pursuant 


You need not be alarmed concerning 


The community takes the head and the | 


We need | 
Why could there not bea | 
similar movement in our city to that named below | 
We should hail such an event with | mourn 
great pleasure. We take the following from a New | After which, lingering (I had almost said in solitude) 
| for sixteen years, he ended his eventful life, in full 


‘0 a resolution passed at the last meeting of the | 


Vity Society, for the purpose of forming a Female 
Anti-Capital Punishment Association, auxiliary to 
the S:ate and City Societies, now in existence. The 
meeting was well attended, and the zeal manifested 
vas equal to the importance of the object contempla- 
ed by the meeting. A committee to nominate ofli- 
ters, also a committee to draft a constitution and 
ye-laws were appointed, with instructions to report 
t a meeting to be held at the Lyceum Rooms, 


he 9th inst., at 6 o’clock, for the purpose of perfect- 
ig the organization of the society, to which period 
‘de meeting adjourned. 
BLA LL LLL LLIOLFOFOFOIFOIFS ISI 
Taxine Is own Mepicrne.—The Bishop of Ver- 
f°" invented a terrific species of iron cage for the 
astile. He was the first man imprisoned in one 


f those places, and remained so confined for eleven 
ears, 


| 





| 

| Rural ‘Lays 
| Joun Prince. 
| kindly put into our hands several months ago ; but 


| 





| circulation among the author’s friends and acquain- 
' tances; and was printed by the author himself, who 
|is not afraid, while he is a preacher of the gospel, 


| for his labors in behalf of suffering humanity. 


| MENT.—We have sometimes wondered 


| individual was deprived of sight. 











EDITOR'S TABLE. 


The Pennsylvania Journal of Prison Discipline 
and Philanthropy. Vol. II. No. 1. January, 1846. 
Philadelphia, James M. Campbell, 98 Chestnut St. 
We have received this excellent work from the pub- 
lishers. We thank them kindly for their attention.— 
The work contains several able articles. 

4, Notice of the Right Rev. Wm. White, D. D., 

with a very fine engraving. 

Communication between Prisoners. 
Charges of the Pennsylvania System. 
Journal of Prison Discipline and Lunatic Asy- 
lums. 
New Jersey State Asylum, with plan. 
. The Insane poor of Philadelphia. 
Progress of the Separate System. 
. Remarks on Prisons and Prison Discipline in 
the United States. By D. L. Dix. 
9. Boston City Prison.—Dr. Bell’s Letter. 
10. Miscellaneous. 
Elizabeth Fry. 
Statistical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Report of the Penitentiary of Tennessee. 

We are glad to find that the plan of our new City 
Prison has attracted the attention of the conductors of 
this able Journal. We have in a former number of 
our periodical noticed the many serious defects that 
are connected with our intended Jail. We hope 
hereafter to present some of the remarks of the Edi- 
' tor of the Journal, and also to take farther notice of 
‘this able work. We sincerely hope it will be well 
patronized. We find some fewycopies of the present 
| number for sale at Tappan’s Book Store, at 50 cents. 


and Sketches and other Poems. By 
This little work of eighty pages was 








it got mislaid, and we have not been able to find 
it until a day or twosince. We have read it with® 
the greatest pleasure. Seldom have we been more 
highly gratified on reading a work of this character. 
It partakes of the happy and blithe spirit of its 
author, It was published chiefly for the purpose of 


to labor with his hands, The Lord will bless him 


a 
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SUBSTITUTE FoR CariTat Pwunisu- 
that human 
governments did not adopt some other means besides 
publicly executing the criminal. There are other 
modes of disabling the individual from injuring the 
public. We find a case lying before us in which the 
We do not re- 
commend this, but then it is better than taking life, 
though no government has the right thus to mutilate 
its subjects. Shame on the British government for 
such an outrage. 

‘Departed this life in Lower Bethel, Vt.,on the 
7th ult., Terence Duncan, in the 86th year of his 
age. 

He was born in Kings county, Ireland, in 1760, and 
received a liberal education. He was an active Pa- 
triot in the rebellion of that county in 1798, far 
which he was apprehended and condemned to be 
hung, but being a man of considerable interest, was 
pardoned on being deprived of his sight, which to the 
lasting infamy of the British Government, (already dis- 
graced by its innumerable and infamous cruelties,) 
was accordingly done. 

Being thus deprived of his sight, he opened a 
school, and was long known through the principal 
parts of Ireland as a teacher of Mathematics and Na- 
tural Philosophy. About the year 1825, in full hope 
and happy anticipation of the future, he, in company 
with his wife, an only and much Joved son, an only 
daughter, his son-in-law and two grand children em- 
barked for America. But unforeseen misfortunes | 
seemed to await hin—sbortly after his arrival in the 
United States his son died, by which he was over- 
whelmed with grief. He afterwards, in company 
with his daughter, taught a school in Newport, R. I., 
shortly after which his daughter died. Misfortune 
seemed to follow misfortune. His wife, partner of 
his grief, unable to survive this complication of sor- 
rows fell a victim to despair, and left him alone to 
the many misfortunes that had befallen him. 


A TERRIBLE 


confidence of the grace of God through the benign 
mercy ofour heavenly Savior. He was, when in his 
power, a friend to the needy and a father to the des- 
titute. Peace be to hisashes.— astern Argus, 


Cewe earneee errws" 





—— | 
Pawtucket, R. I.—Last Sunday week I was in 
Pawtucket, and lectured in the evening on the Abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment, and the Reformation of 
the Criminal. I am greatly indebted to the Rev. 
Mr. Damon for his kind assistance, and to Messrs. 
Fales and Jenks, of Central Falls, for their generous 
aid. But why should [ particularize? Almost every 
person on whom I had time to call seemed to sym- 
pathize with me in the work to which I had devoted 
myself. God be praised for kind friends. 5. . s. 
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A Pin Factory is in operation at Cabotville, which 
turns out from each machine two hundred and forty 
pins per minute. A machine also sticks them on 
paper at the rate of 1200 per minute. 


more than a year. He has now returned his paper, 
without any pay. How is this? 


Tue Discussion at ArtTiepoxo’.—I had intended 
to particularly notice the diseussion recently held in 
this place, between Origen Batchelder and Addison 
Davis; but our printer says we have no room left, 
I can only say that it was conducted in an able 
manner. We doubt not that it will ‘help the cause 
along.’ We go for free discussion. ‘Prove all 
things,’ is our motto. 


SS DDI ae v/ i oe 


Mr. J. Srantey Grimes—Tue Lecrure.—This 
gentleman, whose peculiar and ingenious views on the 
subject of phrenology have made his lectures very 
popular in the western cities, has arrived in Boston, 
and commenced a series of lectures on Monday eve- 
ning last. He brings the most flattering testimonials 
from the Governor o& New York and other distin- 
guished individuals Who have listened to his lectures 
in Albany and other places. 


SS ee ee ee ee 


Potty Boprne.—Unable to obtain a jury in the 
city of New York to setin the case of this woman, 
the Supreme Court has granted a change of venue, 
and sent it to the county of Orange for trial. The 
next circuit will be held at Newburgh on the first 
Monday in April. She is now seriously indisposed, 
and it isthought she will not be able to attend the 
trial on the day named above.’ We predict that she 
never will be executed. 


A very interesting meeting on Capital Punishment 
was held in this city on last Thursday. A pariicular 
account will be given next week. 

LP PPP Orrvvv—~—_=V 


Tue Rocers Famiry.—We ‘attended the Concert 
given by this family in the Melodeon last week. We 
were exceedingly gratified with their performance, 
and would be glad to give an extended notice this 
week, but it must be deferred till our next. 


VARIETY, 


The murderers of Bannon at Albany have been 
committed for trial. 


There was a time in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
when rum and brandy were sold by the ounce by 
apothecaries, as a medicine; and a tea-spoonful was 
considered a dose by all the regular physicians. 


Funny.—To talk about a man, in the act of being 
hung, feeling resigned to his fate. Might as well 
talk of an eel’s being resigned to the fate of having 
its skin stripped off. The poor fellow can’t help 
himself, and just resolves to ‘grin and bear it,’ 
that’s all. 


Italy contains 500 principal towns. Its population 
is about 22,000,000 of inhabitants. There are about 
3,000 professional singers, and 2,000 delettanti sing- 
ers, 30,000 professional musicians, and 100,000 de- 
Jetianti musicians? 2,600 comic artists; 1,000 dan- 
cers and mimics ; 200 music composers; 390 drama- 
tic and equestrian companies 


BeautiruL.—The Portuguese give the very poeti- 
cal name of aninhos, little angels, to young children 
when they die; and considering that they are at 
once translated to heaven, without the unpleasant 
passage through purgatory, instead of mourning for 
them, they rejoice, putting on their gayest attire: 
thus, at their funeral no one appears in black, and 
the parents are congratulated instead of condoled 
with. How much more rational are they who thus 
meet death with smiles, than those who look upon 
him as the King of Terrors! 

An English minister was aked why he did not pro- 
moie merit. ‘ Because,’ replied the statesman dryly, 
‘merit did not promote me.’ 
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I. Allen, 1; Z. Witherell, 1; C. A. Leonard, 50c ; 
Rev. C. Damon, 1; J. Smith, 50c ; V. G. B. Dexter, 1; 
S. W. Dexter, 1; J. Dexter, 50c ; E. Burlingame, 50c ; 
D. Mitchell, 1; A. W. Whipple,1; ZL. E. Trescott, 
50c; Dr. C. F. Manchester,1; R. Shove, 50c; H. G. 
Williams,1; A. Pickford, 50c; J. T. Scisson, 1; C. 
Hill, 1; J. Kerr, 50c ; B. W. Pierce, 50c; D. N. Ri- 
der, 1——Abington, S. Stetson, 75c. 


























Business Items. 


John Mann, Ceres, Pa., has received our paper 








Notices of Meetings—Lectures, Sc. 


tC Meeting in behalf of the Prisoner.—A meeting 
will be held at the Washingtonian Hall, under the Bos- 
ton Museum, next Thursday (to-morrow) evening, to 
consider the condition and wants of the Prisoner.— 
The friends of humanity are invitedto attend. Doubt- 
less it will bea most interesting meeting. Important 
facts will be stated by Joun AvuGustvs and others, in 
relation to this class of persons. 
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Under Sentence of Death! 














‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorp behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 
that are appointed to death.’ BiBLe. 
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ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law ; time of execution unknown, 

VIRGINIA! Hunter Hixt, for the Murder o 
Major Smith, at Norfolk ; time of execution Feb. 2d, 
1846. (Reprieved till March 2d.) 

Henry Moses, a slave, for the murder of Delilia 
Fisher, a free mulatto woman ; to be hung onthe 27th 
of March next. 

OHIO! Tuomas, for the murder of Frederick Ed- 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. 

NEW YORK! Tiuvert, for the murder of John 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 

Wa. Harper, forthe murder of John G. Kempf, to 
be hung on the 24th of Feb. 1846. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parxenr, of Scrub Glass, 
for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not 
known, 

SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WE ts, for the 
murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, C. H., 8. H. 
To be executed on the 3d Friday in February. 

ILLINOIS! Joun Baxter, for the murder of 
Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time of execution 
not known. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Francis BAster, Tunk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, Mareh 
28th, 1845, Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrerry, for the murder 
Hassler. Time of execution not known. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Awnprew Howarp, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846, ‘ 

CONNECTICUT! Anvrew P. Portrer, for the 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be 
hung July 3d, 1846, 

MARYLAND! ‘Won. WnHeeter, a slave for en- 
gaging inaninsurrection ; time of execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 


of David 





tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. ‘ 

VERMONT! EvGewne CuirForp, for the murder 
ofhis wife and child ; time of execution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to be hung without 
an order from the Executive. 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas THorn, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA! Pavuutine, the slave ; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846. 

Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 
pointed. 

IOWA! Wm. McCautey, for the murder of Don 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error, 

iy Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
ee New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio and 

irginia, 








MARRIED: 
In this city, 12th inst., by the Rev. Samuel Barrett, 


Mr. Aaron P. Cushing to Miss Emeline Stone. 


At Schenectady, N. Y,, Feb. 10, Prof. 8. G. Brown, 
of Dartmouth College, to Sarah Savage, danghter of 
Rev. Dr. Van Vechten. 





DIED: 


In this city, Feb. 12th, Almira F., only child of John 
and Sarah Davis, 18 years. 

On Thursday evening, Feb, 12, William Paul, 27. 

At Roxbury, on Wednesday evening, 11th inst., 
Mrs. Catharine L. Robinson, wife of J. P. Robinson, 
46 yrs. 

At Rochester, N. Y¥., Feb. 8, Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, 
88 yrs. 11 mos., a native of Litchfield, Ct., and the’ 
oldest surviving graduate of Yale College, having re- 
ceived his degree in 1776, 
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Poetry. 





From the Spirit of the Age. 
ACROSTIC. 


D oom’p art thou, relic ofa barbarous age ! 

E ’en in disgrace in light’s clear flood to die, 

A ll, all around us speaking signs presage 

T hy fate is boded by the Power on high! 

H eaven’s solemn mandate says, ‘Thou shalt not 
kill !? ; 


P uny and vengeful mortals answer ‘nay ! 

E ’en though High Heaven speaks its Sovereign will, 
WN or gives permission in a ‘ shall’ or ‘ may.’ 

A lLlife issacred! ’Tis the gift of God ; 

L et Him alone meet out its little space, 

’T is ours to own He holds th’ avenging rod— 

Y ielding, to imitate redeeming Grace. 


A nd be it ours, while blessed Gospel light 
B amsall around in Mercy’s brightest ray, 
O h, be it ours to ownits Sovereign might, 
L earn of its spirit, and confess its praise ! 
I n that pure spirit which it ever breathes, 
$ hould laws be fram’d and man’s whole life be pass’d. 
H eaven forthe merciful a garland wreathes, 
E ’en in its mercy meting to the last. 
D eem then its teachings given man as guide, 
And soon the gallows shall be Jaid aside. 


New London, Ct. 








MISCELLANY. 











‘ James,’ said his employer, ‘James you are 
an excellent workman; [| am quite satisfied with 
your conduct; during the ten years you have 
been employed in my factory, you have gained 
every one’s esteem and friendship; but you see 
how it is, we have nothing more to do, business 
is at anend. But you must keep up your courage, 
my poor James! as soon as any thing offers, 1 
will let you know ; but at present, | have no oc- 
casion fpr your service.’ 

The workman heard these words, which, al- 
though uttered in a tone of feelingness and pity, 
sounded in his ear like a sentence of want and 
misery pronounced upon his wife and children. 
His eyes were mournfully fixed on the ground 
as he stretched forth his hands to receive the 
amount of his week’s wages and a certificate of 
character. 5 Bie 

Unable to answer a single word, he slowly 
took the road homeward. Big tears dropped 
from his eyes, and sobbing, he exclaimed, ‘ My 
wife, my poor children !’"—for he was the father 
of a family—a son six years old, a daughter just 
learning to walk and a nurseling in the helpless- 
ness of extreme infancy. 

James entered his dwelling: the place his ap- 
proach to which had ever been the signal of joy 
to its poor but happy inmates, whose little wants 
he had always supplied with the two fold delight 
of happiness both imparted and received; he 
en and his wife and children ran to em- 
brace him. James clasped them in his arms, but 
his sorrowful and desponding looks evinced, to 
thé’ quick discernment of his wife, that some 


secret uneasiness was preying on his mind. 


‘ Dear husband, what is the matter? has any 


misfortune happened to you ! 

‘No more work,’ replied James, as he sunk 
upon his chair. 

*No more work!’ repeated the poor mother, 
‘No more work!’ echoed 
little Francis ; and the three looked at one an- 
other with an air of stupefaction. 

James wept no longer ; it was his duty to give 
them an example of resignation ; but the burn- 
ing tears of the anxious mother fell on the little 
hands of the infant she held in her arms, and the 
innocent smile of the babe re-invigorated the 
mother and the wife. 

‘Don’t despair, James, to-morrow you may 

rehance find something to do. God is our 
Father, and while He is rich in love, we shail 
not want.’ 

‘Oh, yes, wife I will look for work; here are 
my eighteen francs forthe week’s work, make 
them last as long as possible.’ 

Francis was soon despatched with ten francs 
to pay the baker; it was the amount of a whole 
week's consumption, and the credit of the poor © 
is limited. 

Next day James left home very early to look 
for work, but all-his efforts were ineffectual.— 
In vain he depicted the distress of his family, in 
vain he exhibited the certificate of his good cha- 
racter; most of the factories were idle. He re- 
turned and his wife asked him no questions, the 
dejection of his countenance sufficiently attested 
his want of success. 

A week passed in the same manner, and every 


evening James came home more wretched than | 


the preceding, while the intense coldness of, 
the. winter still increased the sufferings of his 
family! The childrea were kept in bed, for 


| was conspicuous at a. distance. 








PRISONER'S FRIEND. 








James had no wood: the poor little things had 
no supper—it was Saturday night, and. the baker 
had refused any more bread on credit. Already 
the mother, deprived as she was of food, could 
afford her babe little nourishment, and the rest- 
lessness of the poor innocent betrayed its hun- 
er. 
“ Meantime, the two children awoke, and ery- 
ing, askéd for bread. On hearing this, James 
became desperate. Smiting his forehead with 
his clenched hand, he hurried to and fro across 
his chamber, exclaiming, ‘There is wealth 
enough around us—supertiuous wealth: the un- 
vase rich revel in abundance, and prodigally 





waste more than would keep these poor babes 
from starving. Why do they not search out the 
dwellings of the needy, and prevent crime by 
relieving those small but emergent wants which 
too olten prompt its perpetragion ?’ 

There was reason in this madness; but James 
permitted it to go too far, and he brooded over 
it until bis disordered mind settled in a desperate 
and ruinous determination. He sat down look- 
ing at his wife with a vacant stare. 

‘You look at me,’ said she, and yet you ap- 
pear not to see me! James, my dear, tell me 
what ails you.’ 

‘Nothing! nothing! wife, why weep—they 
are famished—they shall have bread.’ 

So saying he rushed out of the room and disap- 
peared. His wife uttered a piercing scream. 
‘James! James! where are you going?’ But 
James did not hear her, the slamming of the ally- 
door announced to her that her husband was al- 
ready in the street. Poor wife, unhappy mother! 
your presentiment is just: the thought of crime 
had entered his paternal heart. 

It was eleven o’clock ; from the severity of 
the weather, the obscure street in which he lived 
was almost deserted. The first person James 
met, was a workman, returning from his day’s 
labor, singing merrily. ‘Ah!’ said he to himself, 
he is happy, he has work ; or at least he has no 
children starving with hunger; pass on comrade, 
you have nothing to fear from me.’ 

He again heard the hasty footsteps of some 

one approaching ; it was a young man wrapped 
up in a large cloak, the scarlet lining of which 
James rushed 
upon him, and seizing him by the arm, ‘ Your 
purse!’ cried he with a terrible voice, ‘ your 
purse !’ 
‘My friend,’ said the young man, startled at 
this sudden appearance, ‘ You are following but 
a wretched business, but I will satisfy you; here’s 
my purse.’ 

‘ How much is there in it?’ 

‘ Three louis, I believe, and two five francs.’ 

James took out of the purse two five franc 


‘pieces only, and gave the rest back to its owner. 


‘Sir,’ said he ina milder tone,‘ I only want ten 
franes ; and left him. 

The astonished young man followed the rob- 
ber with his eye, and saw him hurry to the 
bakery; he soon came out with a loaf under his 
arm, and disappeared in the darkness. He readily 
conjectured that necessity alone had driven this 
man to the commission of crime, and he him- 
self entered the shop ‘ Who is the person that 
just bought a loaf here?’ enquired he. 

* Ah! sir,’ answered the baker’s wife, ‘he is 
a poor mechanie, burdened with a family; he 
lives in yonder house in the fifth story, where 
you see the light in the window. He owed me 
ten franes, which he has just paid me! they are 
very honest folks, but we can’t afford long credit 
to the poor.’ 

‘Right! madam,’ answered the stranger; 
‘there are ten francs more; furnish them with 
bread till that sum is exhausted ; I will see you 
again.’ 

James went home; dashed the bread on the 
table. There wife let the children eat, and eat 
yourself, as for me I have no appetite; they will 
not want for bread this week; I have made an 
arrangement with the baker,’ and he went to bed. 
His slumbers were broken and uneasy, and his 
wife heard him mutter the words: ‘Robber! 
highway robber”’ 

Daylight appeared; James did not go out, he 
seated himself in the window to breathe freely. 
It was already ten; but hig wife bad not dared 
to say a word to him, 86 gloomy and dejected 
did he appear. From the window where he sat 
motionless, he perceived two men—one of them 
wore a cloak with scarlet lining! He mechani- 
cally drew back into the room and ran towards 
the staircase. ‘The two strangers were already 
coming up. His self-possession left him, des- 
pair was imprinted on his features, his complex- 
ion assumed the lividness of death; he folded 
Jhis wife and children in his embrace, and passing 
into a closet in the adjoining room, he closed 
the door after him. 

Meantime some one knocked, and James’ wife 
saw two strangers enter. ‘Madam,’ said one of 
them, ‘you are poor, I have brought you some 
assistance. ‘Ah! sir, heaven has sent you! 
Oh! yes, yes, we are indeed poor! James! 
James! come here; I told you so; I said we 
should not want.’ But James answered not.— 
His wife rushed into the closet—nobody was 





there ! 








At the same instant frightful cries resounded 
in the street; a large crowd assembled round 
the door, they raised a man who had just thrown 
himself from the fifth story—it was the mangled 
and lifeless body of James, 





Tue PunisuMent oF Deatu. An article from 
the North American Review for January, 1846. 
Cambridge, 1846. 

For once, at least, it appears that the well- 
tried conservatism of the North American has 
yielded a point to the reform party, and evident- 
ly not without the editor’s approbation. An ar- 
ticle against the punishment of death has for the 


American periodicals. We wish that all the 
writings of our reformers were pervaded by a 
spirit as fair and kindly as this article, 

After urging the necessity of firm and and eff- 
cient laws in our republic, the author proceeds 
to state the usual arguments for the death-penal- 
ty on the ground of scriptual authority and social 
expediency. After meeting the argument from 
scripture, he then enters at length into an exam- 
ination of the argument from expediency, and 
maintains that capital punishment has not pre- 
vented murder—has never been sure or equal— 
has failed to punish the murderer, or relieve the 
friends of the murdered—fails to protect society 
—has done irrevocably wrong—and lastly has 
been abolished with salety and advantage. 

The argument throughout has been conducted 
with great clearness and cogency, and cannot fail 
to win respect even from the most decided advo- 
cates of the present criminal Jaws. The whole 
article will conciliate the favor of all moderate 
men on account of its freedom from the wild ul- 
traism so common among reformers, It insists 
strongly upon the worth and authority of civil 
government, and does not deny the right of gov- 
ernment to take the life of the murderer, if such 


the lives of the innocent. It maintains the pun- 
ishment of death to be wholly unnecessary to 
protect society and opposed to the spirit of the 
gospel. 

It is obvious that this whole subject is engag- 


that wise and good men in all Christian nations 
are taking decided ground against the punish- 
ment of death.’ It is equally obvious that other 
wise and good men zealously maintain the pre- 
sent system. ‘That there is a growing feeling in 
our country against the gallows cannot be reason- 
ably doubted. 

As to the criminal himself it can matter very 
little what. punishment he suffers, for if guilty of 
murder, death and imprisonment must be both 
horrible to him, and for him life can have no 
charms. As tothe safety of society, it is the 
speed and certainty of punishment that makes 
law inviolable, and surely the present law is very 
slow and uncertain. 

We have sometimes thought as we have heard 
men advocate capital punishment on the ground 
of the need of summary justice, in a country so 
subject as ours to popular commotions that might 
interrupt the course of law and free the con- 
demned frem prison ; we have sometimes thought 
that there would be an advantage on this very 
account, and by reason of our liability to mobs, 
in’ not keeping before the people the idea of tak- 
ing life by violence. In their horrible murders 
on the camp-post and the guillotine, the French 
mob did but extemporise in their own way the 
lessons that they had before learned of the officers 
of the laws. 

Without being dogmatic on this subject, we 
close by saying that no topic more deserves a 
candid and full discussion than that treated of in 
the article before us. May it be considered in 
a spirit alike free from namby-pamby sentiment- 
alism and head-strong adherence to precedent. 
The writer of the article maintains no new thing, 
for Euripides, speaking of the customs of the 
old Greeks, expresses himself in verses, thus 
rudely translated : 

‘Justly were murderers by our Fathers sent 
To mourn their crime in lonely Banishment, 
And not by Death’ 

The Greek historian Thucydides, and the 
Christian Father Lactantius, use similar language. 
But we shall break our word, if we do not stop 
here.— Prov. Journal. 





Capita Punisument.—The feeling of oppo- 
sition to Capital Punishment is extending—a fact 
of which our exchanges daily bring us evidence. 
The Long Island Farmer and Advertiser has the 
following for a leader: 

There is just now a very strong feeling in fa- 
vor of trying the experiment of doing without 
the Gallows, and seeing if we cannot get along 
better with some other punishment for capital 
offences. We think that all must agree that 
something should be done in the matter. If a 
man steals a loaf of bread to feed a starving 
child he is punished, and property is secure for a 
season by his confinement; but in most cases 
murderers are not only unpunished, but are left 
at large to repeat the offence if they please. We 





are told that the fault is with Juries who will 


first time appeared in the most commanding of 


a course should be absolutely necessary to protect | 


ing more and more the attention of mankind, and | 


not convict. Grant it, but is it not true of offen. 
ces when the punishment is not death. They 
do not hesitate when the punishment is impri- 
sonment for a month or for life. If the difficulty 
then is, that they will not convict while the pun- 
ishment is death, let it be changed for imprison. 
ment for life without the power to pardon. We 
must take human nature ag it is and Juries as 
they are drawn. All must agree that it is more 
safe for society that murderers be confined than 
that they run at large as at present. We 
think that the conservative portion of the people, 
the friends of law and order, should favor the 
change that the laws may be observed and the 
guilty punished. If public opinion is opposed 
‘to taking human life as a punishment, and mur- 
derers thus get clear, common prudence and the 
well being of society requires that that opinion 
should be observed. It is as unwise to be too 
far behind the spirit of the age, as to be too far 
in advance. 

To usit seems that the question is not wheth- 
er the death penalty is right or wrong, but 
whether the murderers shall be punished at all. 
Those whohave studied with attention the sub- 
ject agree that society will be more safe by abol- 
ishing the Gallows, and at any rate it will be 
safe to try the experiment, and if it is not attend- 
ed with the desired result it will be easy to re- 
store it. It should be remembered that several 
governments of Europe have abolished Capital 
Punishment, and that it has uniformly been fol- 
lowed by adecrease of murders. We say nota 
word of the sacredness of, or the right to take 
human life, because various opinions are enter- 
tained upon those subjects, and we think the 
question may be settled by the more simple one 
of expediency and policy. 


From the Boston Traveller 


THE MOONBEAM. 
By a Convict in the State Prison, at Charlestown. 


One night as I lay on my pallet of straw, 
And gazed through my dungeon’s dark gloom, 
Methought as I gazed some fair vision I saw,— 
*Twas a moonbeam had entered my room. 


It was but a moonbeam, tho’ as strange to my sight, 
As a comet that seldom appears ; 

I knew of bright orbs that illumine the night, 
Yet I had not beheld them for years. 


It was but a speck, and it soon was away, 
Still it cheered me as onward it moved, 

To think, by some chance, perhaps this simple ray, 
Might smile on some one that I loved. 


I welcomed the stranger, I welcome it stil], 
I watch for its coming with glee, 

It reminds me of Him, by whose gracious will, 
It visits poor creatures like me. 


ww i mn mtn Door 





Tue Sensations or Drunxenness.—The New 
Orleans Picayune contains the ‘ confessions’ of a 
man who was ‘never drunk but once,’ and never 
‘means to be so again.’ In describing the sen- 
sation he says ‘the street seemed to be very 
steep and I lifted my feet at every step as if ! 
Was getting up stairs. Several cart wheels were 
making revolutions in my ‘brains, and I at one 
time fancied my head was a large turning estab- 
lishment, the lathes of which I was keeping in 
motion with my feet, I could’nt conceive what 
was the reason the town had turned into such an 
enormous hill; and what made it worse was, 
that it seemed all the time to be growing higher 
and threatened to pitch over on me. Stop, stop, 
said I, and !’ll head this old hill yet, or at least. 
it shan’t head me. Iturned round to go down 
and get at the bottom; tell me! ifthe town did’nt 
turn right round with me, heading me all the 
time, and presenting the bigh bluffin front of me. 
Well, sure enough, the ground flew up and struck 
me on the forehead; and as soon as the stars 
cleared away, I commenced climbing with my 
hands and knees. The next thing I saw was a 
big brick house coming full split round a corne: 
and I belive it run right over me, for I don’t re- 
member any more.’ 
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A Sorr Answer.—A soft answer, says Solo- 
mon, turneth away wrath. We saw this verified 
a few days ago in the case ofa man who ap- 
proached his neighbor in great anger one after- 
noon, saying—‘ Sirrah! I found your horse loose 
in the road this morning and put him in the 
pound, where he now is. If you want him, go 
and pay the fees and take him out. And I give 
you notice now, that justas often as I find him 
loose in the high way I will impound him at 
your cost.’ And I, saidthe neighbor, looked out 
of my window this morning, saw your cows in 
my cornfield. I drove them all out and turned 
them into your pasture. I now give you notice, 
that as often as I find them in my cornfield, I wil! 
do just so again. The first was humbled, recon- 
ciled, sent to the pound, paid the fees, and re- 
stored his neighbor’s horse to him with an hon- 











orable apology for his ill temper. 
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